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Imaging the Immune System
The existing paradigms for how immune cells 

interact with each other and their environment have 

come largely from static images obtained through 

histochemistry. As this volume illustrates, an 

exciting era in immunology is now emerging where 

the immune response and much of its complexity 

can be visualized in real time and within the 

confines of secondary lymphoid tissues in vivo. 

As the reviews in this issue describe, such studies 

are altering our perceptions of how, when, where, 

and for how long immune cells participate in 

innate and adaptive responses. Our authors 

show how the advances in and applications of 

new technologies facilitating imaging of the 

immune system are destroying old paradigms 

and writing new ones.
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